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Hope College sponsored 
its ninth annual Relay for Life 
fundraiser from 7p.m.  Friday, 
Nov. 11 until 7 a.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 12. 
“Overall, Relay was a huge 
success,” said Activities and 
Entertainment Committee 
member Elizabeth Clark (‘13). 
The event raised $50,663 for 
the American Cancer Society. 
This contributes to the total 
$297,882 that Hope has donated 
since it began in 2003. 
Relay for Life was started by 
the American Cancer Society to 
raise money to fight the disease. 
It provides volunteers with the 
opportunity to honor those 
who have battled cancer and 
remember loved ones who lost 
their lives to the illness. 
Each participant is 
encouraged to raise $100 for 
the event. These donations help 
people stay well, recover, 
find cures and fight 
cancer. 
This year’s Relay for Life 
was extremely successful, 
with 608 participants 
amongst 36 teams. 
“I decided to get 
involved because I have 
been impacted by cancer 
so much. A large number 
of my family members 
have been affected, and I 
have also had cancer,” said 
Ceremonies Committee 
member Sara Gallemore (’13) 
“This was my first Relay that I 
have done after my diagnosis, 
so it was a very important event 
for me.”
Prior to the event, all 
volunteers were encouraged 
to participate in the $48 in 48 
Challenge. For this challenge, 
relayers attempt to raise at 
least $48 within the time frame. 
Relay for Life 
raises $50,663 
to fight cancer
Jessica Snitko
Campus Co-Editor
Gap Year Fair offers options
Claire Call
Campus Co-Editor
Anyone who had been 
wondering what to do with a 
year off before graduate school 
was most likely at the gap year 
fair in Maas auditorium last 
Thursday.  The fair was hosted 
by Hope College, but welcomed 
students from any school.  
The gap year fair was host 
to representatives from many 
different volunteer organizations 
including Christian Reformed 
World Missions, Jesuit Volunteer 
Corps, Lutheran Volunteer 
Corps, Mennonite Mission 
Network, Mennonite Central 
Committee, Mission Year, Peace 
Corps, Nicaragua Christian 
Academy, Reformed Church in 
America, Teach for America, 
The Dale House Project, Youth 
for Christ USA/World Outreach, 
and Wycliffe Bible Translators.  
The majority of these 
organizations provide  one- to 
two-year volunteer opportunities 
for students to participate 
in before attending graduate 
school.   Many have religious 
affiliations, but some, such as 
the Peace Corps and Teach for 
America, do not.  
Whether you are interested 
in education, Christian service, 
community development here or 
abroad, economic development, 
disaster relief, working with 
children or many other possible 
fields there are a variety of 
programs to choose from and 
within those programs an 
abundance of locations to choose 
to provide these services.  
“I never knew that there were 
so many mission trips possible to 
participate in.  It made me really 
want to make a difference in the 
world,” said Carmina O’Sullivan 
Scimemi (’14).  
Programs such as 
AmeriCorps and Peace Corps 
provide opportunities to work in 
any area of interest.  Those who 
would like to travel to countries 
abroad would do better off in 
the Peace Corps, while those 
who would like to stay in the 
United States would do well in 
see FAIR, pAge 10
Stand Up continues with open mic night 
Caitlin Klask
Co-Editor in ChiEf
If you’ve been curious about 
the Stand Up shirts and stickers 
around campus, their Open Mic 
Night on Nov. 30 in the Kletz at 
9 p.m. should clear a few things 
up about the group’s direction 
and function this year.
Student Congress Vice 
President Ashley Fraley (’14), 
who is also coordinating Stand 
Up this year, is enthused about 
Stand Up’s prospects, including 
the Nov. 30 event which will 
incorporate FYS classes to 
initiate freshmen with the 
organization.
“We’re taking things in a 
different direction this year,” 
Fraley said.
In October 2010, Stand Up 
was founded by Katie Sawyer 
(’11) as a campus-wide initiative 
for action among the student 
body and administration. In 
late January and early February, 
Stand Up exploded as the 
campus needed an outlet to 
discuss their opinions on large 
scale events.
Though not affiliated with 
the cumulative shocking and 
upsetting incidents on campus 
during that time, Stand Up’s 
events and messages eased 
students’ pain and confusion in 
the months to follow.
Stand Up’s purpose, according 
to pamphlets distributed 
throughout campus, was to 
“visibly show student solidarity 
in supporting our neighbors and 
to not tolerate ignorant, racist, 
hateful and discriminatory 
actions and attitudes on our 
campus.” Eight-hundred 
Stand Up shirts plus posters, 
window clings and buttons 
were distributed to reiterate the 
message.
“As a senior, I’ll be here until 
May,” Sawyer said in an interview 
with The Anchor for the Feb. 2 
Stand Up special issue, “but this 
will not end on Feb. 2 or when 
I leave Hope. I’m not the only 
proponent of it.”
“This needs to continue, and 
hopefully it will spark a fire in 
other people around campus,” 
she said.
Fraley is proof of the sparks 
that Sawyer left on campus. The 
Stand Up committee, Fraley said, 
is a diverse group with resident 
assistants, the basketball team 
captain, theater actors and plenty 
of other eager Hope students. 
The group meets weekly to 
discuss and plan for events.
The theme and focus for Stand 
Up is “I Am Blank, We Are Hope 
College.” According to Fraley, it’s 
about being a puzzle piece to the 
greater good. With the help of 
the committee and the student 
body, Stand Up “took on a life of 
its own,” Fraley said.
Several events are planned 
for next semester, including 
speakers and a musical guest, 
which will be announced 
before the end of this semester. 
In January, Stand Up will be 
holding an RA training session 
for discussing discrimination.
Stand Up is about aggressively 
pursuing goals and change. “It 
shows the reality of what you 
can do,” said Fraley. “It’s not just 
a one-time event, but a cultural 
movement.”
see ReLAY, pAge 2
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Everyone who succeeded had the 
chance to win a Relay Survival 
Kit including iPod speakers, a 
coffee mug, a water bottle and 
various snacks. 
Relay for Life participants also 
had the opportunity to complete 
the Fight Back Challenge. 
This challenge included three 
simple steps: take an American 
Cancer Society quiz, make a 
pledge to fight back against 
cancer and become a member 
of the American Cancer Society 
Cancer Action Network. 
The volunteers who 
completed this challenge were 
awarded a special T-shirt and 
participated in a special Fight 
Back lap during Relay. 
The event itself included a 
variety of ceremonies and fun 
activities. “During Relay for Life, 
we have different ceremonies 
honoring and remembering 
those with cancer or who have 
survived cancer,” said Clark.
Guests were invited to speak 
during these ceremonies and 
share their experiences with the 
disease. 
“My favorite part was listening 
to the speakers,” said Gallemore. 
STUDENTS UNITE FOR A CAUSE— For a full 12 
hours last Friday night, Hope students from 36 cam-
pus organizations gathered in the Dow to support 
a common cause. Walking in support of cancer re-
search, Hope’s Relay for Life event participants this 
year raised $50,663.
Campus November 23, 20112
This Week aT hope
Thursday          Nov. 24 
Thanksgiving Recess begins
8 a.m.
Monday                                 Nov. 28    
Thanksgiving Recess ends
8 a.m. 
Tuesday                                 Nov. 29   
Red Cross Information Table
Maas Lobby 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
 
in Brief
Presidential candidate 
selection uPdate    
           
HOPE PR - Two final candidates 
for the position of President at Hope 
College have been identified by the 
Presidential Search Committee fol-
lowing a series of interviews with fi-
nalists on Nov. 18-19.
The final candidates will be in-
vited to campus the week of Dec. 5-9 
for on-campus interviews, including 
sessions with faculty, students
and staff. The schedule will be de-
termined based on the availability 
of the candidates and will be posted 
on KnowHope and communicated 
through campus emails.
The committee’s intent is to recom-
mend a single candidate to the Board 
of Trustees at their late January meet-
ing, in accordance with the Board’s 
charge to the committee.  
The ANchor
“My goal is to just help 
one person; I just hold on to 
the hope that this can make a 
difference for just one person 
and that keeps me going,” said 
Dee Campanella, the new sexual 
harassment and assault policy 
educator at Hope College. 
Born in Detroit but raised 
in Texas, Campanella brings 
uniqueness to Hope. She holds 
a degree in journalism from 
the University of Texas and a 
master’s degree in education 
with a focus on college student 
personnel from the University of 
Maryland.
After graduation she worked 
with AmeriCorps, focusing on 
public and community health. 
Her work with the National 
AIDS Fund triggered her passion 
for health, and she went on to 
earn a master’s in public health 
and community health from the 
University of Maryland. 
Using her experience and 
education, Campanella worked 
for Washington University 
in St. Louis where she was 
involved with sexual assault 
education and response. In July 
2010, Campanella was hired as 
associate director of residential 
life and housing at Hope. Last 
spring she gained an additional 
title: sexual harassment/assault 
policy educator. 
With her background in 
advocacy against sexual violence 
and work in the city-wide 
sexual assault response team in 
Maryland and Rape Crisis line in 
St. Louis, Campanella said, “This 
position is ideal.” 
She is currently speaking to 
health dynamics classes about 
“power-based personal violence” 
which is a more inclusive term 
for violence and could take place 
in any type of relationship. Her 
aim is to bring awareness to 
power-based personal violence 
not just for those who are 
involved directly but those who 
are by-standers as well. 
“Bystander intervention” 
encourages those who are 
present at an incident to 
intervene. She teaches students 
the “3 Ds” of intervening:
•Distract the person harming 
the other or the person who is 
being harmed.
•Direct the victim’s or the 
offender’s attention elsewhere. 
•Delegate the victim’s or 
offender’s friends to get them 
out of the situation.
Campanella sees Hope as 
a caring community and says 
teaching students about these 
issues will give them the skills to 
make a difference. She plans to 
touch base with all of campus by 
informing major organizations 
first, such as athletic teams and 
Greek Life.
She is working on the Students 
Teaching and Empowering Peers 
program which is a new student 
peer education program designed 
to increase understanding about 
power-based personal violence. 
With STEP, she wants to 
bring this “taboo” topic at Hope 
out in the open to prevent those 
“suffering in silence,” Campanella 
said.
Danielle Mikhail (’13) said, 
“The program and movement 
toward sexual harassment 
education will hopefully make 
Hope a better campus all 
around.” 
Campanella said, “If a student 
finds themselves in power-based 
personal violence, they should 
never feel alone.” 
campanella helps students as 
sexual assault policy educator
Monica Hanna
Guest Writer
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STaNd Up— 
Hope students model Stand Up shirts. 
Stand Up continues to promote accep-
tance and understanding on Hope’s cam-
pus with an open mic night in the Kletz 
on Nov. 30 at 9 p.m.   
See full story on page 1.
BUildiNg a Safe coMMUNiTy — dee campanella is 
working with Students Teaching and empowering peers to 
keep campus safe.
One in four college women 
report surviving a sexual as-
sault since her 14th birthday. In 
addition, 3 percent of college 
men report surviving a sexual 
assault as a child or adult.
Sexual assault is an offense 
that affects everyone, and no 
one deserves to be sexually as-
saulted.
With the aim of impacting 
change on campus, the STEP 
program (Students Teach-
ing and Empowering Peers) is 
hosting an event called None in 
Four on Tuesday, Dec. 6 from 7 
to 9 p.m. in Maas Auditorium. 
Sarah Strong, managing di-
rector of Not This Girl (www.
not thisgirl.com) will give a 
keynote speech at the event.
A discussion panel will fol-
low to engage students to 
openly discuss this issue, mod-
erated by Hope’s Director of 
Residential Life and Housing, 
Dee Campanella.
None in Four will pave the 
way for change on campus, 
starting with changing our at-
titudes and preconceived no-
tions, debunking myths and 
providing a place for students 
to be heard.
Be a part of the change that 
is happening all over campus, 
until one in four is None in 
Four.
Scott Martin
Guest Writer
none in Four event 
comes to campus
Alright, it’s confession time: I 
have watched copyrighted tele-
vision shows on the Internet. 
I have listened to copyrighted 
music on the Internet. I have 
most certainly seen images from 
copyrighted works such as mov-
ies and books on the Internet. 
Here’s another thing: I’m pretty 
sure that you’ve done all these 
things, too. I know – shocker.
Anyhow, you don’t need 
me to tell you that the activ-
ity often known by the de-
ceptively romantic-sounding 
name “Internet piracy” is very 
common, especially among 
members of our generation.
I’m not writing to try to con-
vince you that piracy is wrong 
or right, though I do hope to get 
people talking about that. I’m 
writing because there are bills 
on this subject currently making 
their way through both houses 
of Congress that are rubbing 
a lot of people the wrong way.
Much has been said about 
China’s Internet censorship 
policies, sometimes known col-
lectively as the Great Firewall 
(see what they did there?). I’m 
fairly certain that nobody seri-
ously wants that sort of thing 
to happen in the United States.
However, there are a num-
ber of panic-stricken Internet 
users who think that Con-
gress has started walking down 
that path with the Protect 
IP Act (Senate) and the Stop 
Online Piracy Act (House).
The activist website Ameri-
cancensorship.org claims that 
these bills would give the en-
tertainment industry the power 
to censor the Internet. This 
would be accomplished by 
shutting down websites where 
people download music, mov-
ies and television shows. Since 
many such sites are based out-
side U.S. borders, this would 
also involve cracking down 
on U.S. websites that provide 
links to such foreign sites.
Americancensorship.org 
maintains that these provisions 
would not stop Internet pirates 
from accessing foreign sites. 
It also claims that ambiguous 
clauses in the bills would al-
low corporations to sue web-
sites for a variety of reasons, 
crippling legitimate U.S. web-
sites such as new search en-
gines and social media sites.
The people behind ameri-
cancensorship.org are worried 
about the bills chiefly because 
websites that foster creativ-
ity and provide a platform for 
protest (Tublr, Twitter, You-
Tube, various social network-
ing sites) are also places where 
users often post whole slews of 
pictures, sound clips, and foot-
age from copyrighted works.
They’re also concerned that 
the government would block or 
take legal action against sites 
like Facebook for the same rea-
sons. Some even fear that indi-
viduals could be slapped with 
fines and jail time for some-
thing as simple as singing a 
pop song in a YouTube video.
Opponents of the bill don’t 
necessarily think it’s an overt at-
tempt at censorship, but they do 
seem to agree that corporations 
will almost certainly abuse their 
powers in ways that will make the 
distinction between regulation 
and censorship a moot point.
Under the Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act, websites such 
as YouTube take down videos 
when companies ask them to.
The current House bill would 
allow companies to take legal ac-
tion against websites that even 
allow copyrighted material to be 
posted, possibly meaning that 
YouTube and its kin would have to 
vet videos before allowing them 
to be put up, unless of course 
they wanted to risk being sued.
Furthermore, opponents 
of the bills assert (using tech-
nobabble that I cannot under-
stand) that the tinkering of the 
U.S. government would make 
the Internet less secure and less 
stable. In short, many people 
see the bills as ineffectual pro-
tection for intellectual property 
rights and a slippery slope to 
blatant Internet censorship on 
the China model. They see cur-
rent tools that corporations have 
for fighting piracy as either suf-
ficient or excessive even with-
out giving them more powers.
I’ll admit that all this kind of 
made me want to grab a crude-
ly-made protest sign, run to the 
nearest airport, and catch the 
next plane to Washington with 
the rest of my generation. The 
U.S. government is turning into 
a corrupt Orwellian monster ca-
pable of depriving me of my fun-
damental human right to watch 
TV online for free? Let there be 
riots in the streets! And yet… 
doesn’t it all sound just a bit 
too awful to be true –- just a bit 
alarmist? Are attempts to pro-
tect copyrights, however mis-
guided, the same as crackdowns 
on our freedom of speech?
The website for the House 
of Representatives states that 
“the bill modernizes our crimi-
nal and civil statutes to meet 
new IP enforcement challenges 
and protect American jobs.” 
It describes the House bill as a 
bipartisan measure for fight-
ing crime and protecting U.S. 
companies from foreign threats.
According to the site, the bill 
“allows the Attorney General 
to seek injunctions against for-
eign websites that steal and sell 
American innovations and prod-
ucts.” It also “increases criminal 
penalties for individuals who 
traffic in counterfeit medicine 
and military goods, which put 
innocent civilians and American 
soldiers at risk.” The summary of 
the bill focuses almost entirely 
on combating foreign websites 
that provide pirated materials.
A defense of the Senate ver-
sion appearing on the blog of 
Christopher Coons, a Dela-
ware senator, calls the claims of 
americancensorship.org and its 
like “a slew of misinformation.” 
According to Coons’ communi-
cation team, the new bill would 
not criminalize any activi-
ties that are not already illegal.
“This bill would provide that 
those who engage in piracy will-
fully and for profit will be held 
to the same standards –- in-
cluding potential felony charges 
–- regardless of whether they 
engage in that piracy by selling 
bootlegs on the street corner or 
providing access to the stream-
ing of copyrighted material 
over the Internet,” they write.
Coons himself stated 
that the bill will only target 
websites that exist primar-
ily to infringe copyright laws.
Does this mean that oppo-
nents are overreacting? I’m still 
conflicted, to be honest. I have 
an uneasy conscience about In-
ternet piracy, so even though I 
don’t like the sound of these bills, 
can I reasonably object? “No, 
government,” I’d say, “Shame on 
you for prosecuting me when I 
do illegal and immoral things. 
Stealing is totes legit –- it says so 
in the Constitution, right?” (Lest 
anyone think otherwise, I do not 
actually talk like this.) Would that 
make any sense at all? Is there 
even a way to defend intellectual 
property rights that couldn’t be 
abused as a tool for censorship?
Then again, it might be worth 
it to oppose these bills simply 
because there’s the potential 
that they will be abused to the 
detriment of our right to free ex-
pression. If you’ve already made 
up your mind and donned your 
Guy Fawkes mask, american-
censorship.org can hook you 
up with ways to fight the bill. 
If you’re on the fence like me, I 
guess I can only advise you to 
think about it more. There are 
many perspectives on this issue.
If you actually like the sound 
of the Protect IP and Stop On-
line Piracy Acts, I’m not sure 
what to say to you. I suppose 
you could write an encourag-
ing letter to your congressper-
son, or you could calmly make 
your way to the nearest airport 
and board a plane for China.
Burma taking steps toward democracy
Cory Lakatos
World Co-Editor
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The current House 
bill would allow 
companies to take 
legal action against 
websites that even 
allow copyrighted 
material to be 
posted.
“
“
Myth or Reality: Internet censorship in U.S.?
President Barack Obama 
will be sending Hillary Clin-
ton to Burma in December in 
order to encourage “flickers of 
progress” there. The particu-
lar flicker that seems to have 
sparked this decision was the 
reappearance of pro-democracy 
politician Aung San Suu Kyi.
Aung San Suu Kyi has 
been absent from the politi-
cal scene in Burma, following 
the 1990 elections. Her party, 
the National League for De-
mocracy, boycotted the 2010 
election. These were the first 
polls to be held in 20 years.
The 1990 elections had 
banned Aung San Suu Kyi from 
running. Her party won but she 
was never allowed to take power. 
Instead she was a political pris-
oner under house arrest until the 
new government allowed for her 
release just last year. The 2010 
boycott was in response to this.
The National League for De-
mocracy have decided to return 
to the running this year partially 
due to a state newspaper article. 
According to the BBC, in the 
article, parliamentary speaker 
Shwe Mann “recognized” that 
the National League for Democ-
racy should have won the 1990 
election.  The ban against Aung 
San Suu Kyi has been dropped.
The National League for De-
mocracy has announced that it 
will “register according to party 
registration laws, and we will take 
part in the coming by-elections.”
Understandably, one of the 
top priorities on Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s agenda is the freeing of 
other political prisoners. There 
is some evidence of hope for 
this. President Thein Sein has 
promised that “all political pris-
oners will be released soon.”
There is some controversy 
over Aung San Suu Kyi’s re-
turn to politics. She told the 
AFP news agency, “If I think 
I should take part in the elec-
tion, I will. Some people are 
worried that taking part could 
harm my dignity. Frankly, if 
you do politics, you should not 
be thinking about your dignity.”
According the BBC, “the US 
maintains economic sanctions 
and travel bans against members 
of the former junta [militarized 
government, replaced in 2011 
by a civilian government].” It has 
also suffered political slights be-
cause of its human rights record.
Obama is sending Clinton 
to Burma to “explore whether 
the United States can empower 
a positive transition in Burma.” 
This involves the Burmese gov-
ernment making some sig-
nificant and concrete changes 
toward reform. Obama spoke 
with Aung San Suu Kyi. He de-
cided to send Clinton to Burma 
as a gesture of support for the 
changes people like Aung San 
Suu Kyi are trying to make.
According to the BBC, 
Obama said, “Last night, I 
spoke to Aung San Suu Kyi di-
rectly and confirmed she sup-
ports American engagement 
to move this process forward.”
He is not the only world lead-
er to express hope. While there 
is still a great deal of unease and 
great strides to be taken, Indo-
nesian Foreign Minister Marty 
Natalegawa reportedly said 
that Burma has demonstrated 
a strong effort to transform it-
self into a democratic nation.
Anneliese Goetz
World Co-Editor
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Out Of the hOuse— Pro-democracy politician Aung san 
suu Kyi is free after spending years under house arrest. she 
was has spent 15 of the past 22 years in some form of deten-
tion. she will run for one of the 48 available senate seats.
It has been decades since the 
end of World War II, and it is 
quite surprising and tragic to see 
the ideologies of the National 
Socialist (Nazi) party still 
influencing people in Germany. 
These people, who are seen 
as being neo-Nazis, have been 
suspected of being terrorists 
who are the cause of a series 
of crimes and murders that 
has taken place in Germany 
over the past ten years.
Even though four members 
of this group have been exposed, 
one of which surrendered, two 
killed themselves, and the fourth 
has been detained, their actions 
have already triggered worries 
among Germans that this group 
could lead the rise of neo-Nazi 
extremist groups in general.
None of the Germans want 
this nightmare from their past 
to haunt them all over again.
It has been suggested that this 
neo-Nazi group is responsible 
for murders of immigrant 
workers, bank robberies, and a 
2004 bombing of an immigrant 
neighborhood in Cologne.
After police detained one 
of the suspects, they began 
to speculate that this group, 
which calls itself the National 
Socialist Underground, is 
responsible for over 14 bank 
robberies in the past 10 years.
It is also the primary suspect 
in the Cologne bombing 
which injured 24 people. 
Furthermore, the guns that 
were retrieved from the two dead 
members of the group formerly 
belonged to the two officers who 
were shot in Heilbronn in 2007. 
Angela Merkel, the German 
chancellor, has said that what 
the members of this group 
have done is simply “shameful.” 
After so many years of 
seeking to diminish the 
nation’s association with the 
Nazi atrocities that 
took place during 
World War II, the 
chancellor could 
not believe that the 
attempts of neo-Nazi 
groups to stir chaos 
are actually taking 
place in Germany.
On a similar 
note, Dr. Hans-
Peter Friedrich, the 
German interior 
minister, stated that 
these uncovered 
actions of the 
National Socialist 
U n d e r g r o u n d 
were signs 
of      “a new form of right-
wing-extremist terrorism.”
Videos of Nazi propaganda 
were discovered and linked 
to this group, and residents 
who live near the area of 
Frühlingsstrasse, where the 
members stayed, mentioned 
that they used to get together 
and voice their angry opinions. 
However, no one thought 
they were capable of action 
on such a large scale. 
The news of the crimes 
of this supposed neo-Nazi 
group in Germany was one of 
the only stories that took the 
eurozone crisis off of the front 
pages of German newspapers.
The government is still 
trying to dig deeper in order 
to expose this suspicious 
group. The activities of the 
National Socialist Underground 
have shocked Germany. 
In August, a Russian Soyuz 
space shuttle crashed shortly af-
ter taking off from the Baikonur 
cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. It 
is believed that the crash was 
caused by a fluke fuel pipe block-
age. Fortunately, the craft was 
unmanned and carried noth-
ing more than cargo bound for 
the International Space Station.
According to the BBC, Soyuz 
shuttles have proven to be a 
comparatively safe way to get 
into space in the past. Despite 
this, the crash led all manned 
Russian space flights to be can-
celled for a full three months.
However, Soyuz space shut-
tle travel resumed on Nov. 14. 
This time, three astronauts, two 
Russians and one American, 
made the flight. There were no 
complications or mishaps and 
the three gave the thumbs-up 
to observers on the ground out-
side of Moscow via video link 
once they had achieved orbit. 
Their ultimate destination is 
the International Space Station.
The three astronauts in-
volved were Anton Shkaple-
rov, 39, Anatoly Ivanishin, 42, 
of Russia, and Dan Burbank, 
50, of the United States. The 
two Russian astronauts were 
making their first voyage into 
space while Burbank, a NASA 
veteran, was riding in a Soyuz 
spacecraft for the first time.
Despite the August crash, 
the three men stated that they 
were confident that the flight 
would go forward successfully.
“We don’t have any black 
thoughts. We have faith in our 
equipment,” said Shkaplerov.
After two days in space, the 
three astronauts docked at the 
International Space Station, 
where they are scheduled to 
stay until March of 2012. They 
will replace the current two-
man crew, which will return to 
earth shortly after their replace-
ments’ arrival. If there had been 
problems with the launch that 
brought Shkaplerov, Ivanishin, 
and Burbank to the ISS, there 
was a very real risk that the space 
station would be left unmanned 
for the first time in over a decade.
The August crash was not 
the only setback that the Rus-
sian space program has expe-
rienced in recent months. Two 
weeks ago, a probe which was 
intended to examine Phobos, 
one of the moons of Mars, be-
came stuck in the Earth’s orbit.
When NASA shut down 
its 30-year shuttle program 
in July, it ushered in a pe-
riod of several years in which 
Russia’s shuttle program 
will transport all ISS crews.
Cory Lakatos
World Co-Editor
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Russian shuttle carries three astronauts to International Space Station 
Neo-Nazi violence shocks Germany
Shubham Sapkota
Staff WritEr
Previously arrested— Pictured in this 1998 German newspaper are 
Beatrice Z, uwe W, and uwe M, all three are suspected of neo-Nazi related 
terrorist activity.
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Doubt cast on death penalty: Davis executed despite witnesses recanting
La’shawn Donelson
GuESt WritEr
The execution of Troy An-
thony Davis by lethal injection 
in September for a crime that he 
long claimed he did not commit 
has put additional scrutiny on the 
effectiveness of the death penalty. 
Davis was convicted of mur-
dering police officer Mark 
MacPhail in Savannah, Ga., in 
1989. His case captured world-
wide attention because of the 
doubt his supporters raised over 
whether he killed MacPhail. 
Since his 1991 trial, several of the 
witnesses who helped convict 
him recanted their testimony. 
Throughout his trial and 
imprisonment, Davis main-
tained his innocence. His sup-
porters included the NAACP, 
Amnesty International USA, 
the Innocence Project and 
other human rights groups.
Prominent individual sup-
porters included Pope Bene-
dict XVI, Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, former president Jimmy 
Carter, Rev. Al Sharpton, for-
mer FBI director and judge Wil-
liams Sessions, and former U.S. 
Congressman from Georgia and 
presidential candidate Bob Barr, 
according to New York Times. 
Blair Riddle, president of 
Hope for United Justice, said, 
“The Troy Davis case shows 
that our legal system is not al-
ways protected from injustice. 
It is a sad reality that peo-
ple may be put to death in 
America, even if their guilt is 
questioned. Seven of the nine 
witnesses against Davis have 
since recanted their state-
ments yet Davis was still put to 
death; this is not justice served.” 
Hope political science pro-
fessor David Ryden said capi-
tal punishment is “too prob-
lematic on too many levels.” 
“My biggest objection is that 
there simply are too many im-
perfections in our criminal jus-
tice system to allow for wide-
spread application of the death 
penalty. In particular, the class-
based and racial inequities large-
ly undercut the death penalty 
as a tool of justice,” Ryden said. 
“The quality of legal rep-
resentation varies widely de-
pending on the resources one 
has to defend oneself in court,” 
Ryden said. “Likewise, evidence 
strongly suggests that white ju-
ries are inclined to devalue poor 
minority defendants in con-
templating capital punishment. 
Given that capital punishment 
is the ultimate penalty, these 
factors warrant against its use.” 
The Innocence Project as-
sisted Davis in an effort to clear 
his name. They asked that the 
execution warrant against Davis 
be removed because there was 
no DNA evidence that connect-
ed him to the crime. The Inno-
cence Project has helped more 
than 17 inmates get off death 
row through the usage of DNA, 
according to New York Times. 
The U.S. Supreme Court even 
granted Davis a hearing to prove 
his innocence, the first time it 
had done so for a death row in-
mate in 50 years, according to 
the Associated Press. However 
Davis’ attorneys could not per-
suade a federal judge to grant 
him a new trial and the Supreme 
Court did not review the case.
One million supporters pe-
titioned to have the Georgia 
Board of Pardon and Paroles to 
grant clemency. The board re-
jected clemency and declined to 
review their decision.  Federal 
appeals courts and the Geor-
gia Supreme Court had upheld 
his conviction, leaving the pa-
role board as Davis’ last chance.
According to Amnesty Inter-
national USA, more than 130 
people have been released from 
death row throughout the coun-
try due to evidence of 
their wrongful con-
victions since 1973. 
Some Davis sup-
porters say the case 
demonstrates how the 
justice system works 
against other races. 
Recent statistics by 
the Death Penalty In-
formation Center say 
the number of indi-
viduals executed for 
interracial murders 
with a white defendant 
and black victim is 16. 
For a black defendant 
with a white victim 
the number is 253.
Thirty-four states 
allow for capital 
punishment while 
16 states, including 
Michigan, do not have 
the death penalty.
Georgia, where 
Davis was executed, 
had the sixth highest 
number of executions 
(51) since 1976, ac-
cording to the Death 
Penalty Information Center. 
Georgia has 103 death row 
inmates including 52 blacks, 
48 whites and three Latinos. 
ERSPECTIVESP
troy aNthoNy davis iN 1991— 
the controversy surrounding davis’ 
appeal and execution has led to in-
creased debate regarding the death 
penalty.
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NBC just recently released 
its midseason schedule, and in 
the midst of the Chelsea Handler 
comedies and the “Glee” knock-
offs there was a glaring omission 
to the list: the critically loved but 
little-seen “Community.”
“Community,” created by Dan 
Harmon (“The Sarah Silverman 
Program”), is the story of a study 
group of friends who attend a 
weird and wonderful community 
college called Greendale. 
Although its first season started 
off rough, by the middle of the 
season “Community” had created 
a unique comedy niche of self-
aware pop culture parodies 
combined with deeply complex 
character development. 
“Community” may have 
gained recognition initially 
because of some of the famous 
names attached, like Joel McHale 
(“The Soup”) and Chevy Chase 
(“Saturday Night Live”), but it 
now is known as the program 
that launched some lesser-known 
actors to fame, like Alison Brie 
(doing double duty on “Mad 
Men” and “Community”) and 
Donald Glover (who just released 
a rap album under the moniker 
Childish Gambino). 
From the daring campus-wide 
paintball saga of the first season 
to the alternate timeline, Doctor 
Who-esque episode of the current 
third season, “Community” 
constantly reinvents typical 
comedy tropes and turns them 
into something completely 
revolutionary.
Although “Community” 
is innovative and creative, 
the reasoning behind NBC’s 
decision to take it off the 
midseason schedule makes sense. 
“Community” is consistently on 
the low end of the ratings scale 
in general, and is the lowest-
rated comedy in the current NBC 
Thursday night line-up. 
Removing a struggling show, 
or “benching it,” in favor of a 
new show that might garner more 
viewers is a common network 
practice, albeit a worrisome 
one. Benching a struggling 
show is usually a sign from the 
network that a show is in trouble 
and possibly on the verge of 
cancellation. 
NBC is currently in last place 
in viewers in comparison to ABC, 
CBS, etc. and has not been shy 
about canceling previous shows 
that have not faired well in the 
ratings. This fall season has been 
especially brutal, with NBC 
cutting shows after two or three 
episodes, barely letting the shows 
develop a fan base to watch and 
re-watch the episodes. 
This quick-and-dirty business 
practice is why “Community” 
fans find the news disheartening, 
possibly signaling “Community’s” 
cancellation in a year’s time, or 
even less.
The honest truth is that 
“Community” desperately needs 
to be on the air. Perhaps it’s 
not the most viewed comedy 
on television, or even on NBC, 
but in today’s world of DVR 
numbers and online viewings, big 
Elena Rivera
Senior Staff Writer
‘Community’ benched by NBC, a fan’s plea for good TV
It’s rare to see Kara 
Williams (’12) without a 
smile building on 
her face. She has a 
lot to smile about.
She’s been cast 
in main stage 
theater shows every 
semester, worked 
with Hope Summer 
Repertory Theatre 
and is president of 
Vanderprov, Hope’s 
i m p r o v i s a t i o n a l 
comedy group.
So how did the 
reign of laughter 
begin?
“I wasn’t planning 
on auditioning 
for Vanderprov,” 
Williams said.
A fellow cast 
member wanted a friend 
to audition with for the 
comedy troupe.
“I went, and I literally 
think there was one thing 
that people laughed at, and 
it was a sound I made like, 
‘Blehblehmehheh,’” she says, 
her expression contorting 
into uncharacteristic 
disgust.
The next day Williams 
received a formal 
email thanking her for 
auditioning. Scrolling 
through the pages of 
down arrows, at the end 
of the email was all-caps 
congratulation for making 
the team.
As the year progressed, 
Williams was the only 
freshman on the team. 
Nervous because of the 
charisma of the other 
members, Williams said 
she felt “bottled up” for 
actual performances.
Teammate and future 
Vanderprov President 
Cassie Niespodziewanski 
reassured her. “One of 
your strengths is that 
you’re consistent. You 
don’t pull focus, you listen, 
and you continue a scene…
funnily…hopefully.”
Back at her Dykstra 
cluster, however, Williams 
was known for her sense 
of humor and outgoing 
nature. For April Fool’s Day, 
she and two other cluster 
mates went all-out, putting 
Vaseline on door handles, 
toilet seats, flushers, sink 
handles, basically anything 
likely to be grabbed or 
touched. Kool-Aid tinted 
the toilets and showers, 
spraying purple powder 
everywhere.
“The girls there definitely 
taught me to think outside 
of the box and get in touch 
with my inner child…I 
don’t think any of us went 
to bed before 2:30 a.m., not 
because of homework but 
because of the shenanigans 
we were having,” Williams 
said.
Vanderprov Vice 
President Jesse Swatling-
Holcomb said, “Kara 
always says, ‘yes’ to other 
people’s suggestions, a 
rule of improv, but she also 
always says yes in a big way. 
If you tell her you’re on fire, 
she won’t throw a bucket of 
water on you, she’ll throw 
you in the ocean.”
As Williams was cast 
in more productions and 
did more improvisational 
work, she gained more 
confidence onstage.
“There was this moment 
where I just kind ‘got it,’” 
Williams said. “My whole 
thought process changed. 
I can lose myself in 
(performing) as opposed 
to analyzing myself 
now.”
Daina Robins, 
one of Williams’ 
directors at Hope, 
said her gymnastics 
b a c k g r o u n d 
has helped her 
physicality for both 
humor and drama. 
“She is aware of her 
body, she makes 
good choices, and 
she can make good 
choices…big, bold 
choices.”
S w a t l i n g -
Holcomb said 
W i l l i a m s ’ 
movements remind 
him of, “a ninja on 
muscle relaxants.”
Theater-goers and 
Vanderprovians might 
recognize her as a sweet 
and crazy old woman 
whose husbands were 
afraid to sleep with her in 
“Under the Milkwood,” 
a matter-of-fact lesbian 
from “Second Class,” a 
hard-working nun trying 
to pull her family together 
in “Marion Bridge,” or 
Nancy, the well-meaning 
but sports-illiterate wife of 
a cocky racecar driver.
Katie Garret (’12), 
close friend and cluster 
mate from freshman year 
said, “She is goofy, she is 
ridiculous, she loves to 
laugh and have a good time, 
but she is honestly one of 
the most loving people that 
I have ever met.
“She brings a wonderful 
work ethic that makes 
everyone in the group have 
a higher expectation of 
what they are going to do,” 
Garret said. “She wants the 
group to really live into the 
fullest potential it can, and 
I can definitely see that in 
the way that Vanderprov 
has changed over the past 
four years.”
Annelise Belmonte
artS Co-editor
Living larger, laughing
Theater majors at Hope 
are known to produce 
high- quality productions 
for both the student 
body and the Holland 
community. Often some 
of these students are 
recognized by their peers 
around campus after they 
have been seen on stage.
For one senior though, his 
recognition by students 
may gradually become 
recognition by the general 
public with the upcoming 
release of his two feature 
length films.John Telfer 
has been active in the 
Hope College Theater 
Department since his 
freshman year.  
“I’ve been in six main 
stage productions, along 
with several student 
directed projects including 
a self-directed/written 
S h a k e s p e a r e - b a s e d 
movement piece called ‘If 
We Shadows,’” Telfer says. 
Coming from Western 
Springs, Ill., Telfer knew 
that he wanted to act ever 
since sophomore year of 
high school. 
“After reading for a 
character in ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac’ for English class, 
someone told me that 
I should try out for the 
auditions that day,” Telfer 
says.  “It was ‘Pride and 
Prejudice’ and I got cast! 
I continued to do theater 
for the next three years of 
high school.”
In the summer of 2010, 
Telfer auditioned for a 
role as an extra in the 
independent film “Return 
to the Hiding Place” 
which was being filmed in 
Holland. However, after 
seeing his audition and 
realizing there were some 
historical inaccuracies in 
the film about the Dutch 
resistance effort in World 
War II, the directors 
created the role of a fourth 
brother named Hank, to 
which Telfer 
was cast.
“My work 
in that movie 
led me to 
make some 
conne c t ions 
which would 
eventually lead 
me to working 
in my next 
film, ‘Alone Yet 
Not Alone,’” 
Telfer said.
F o c u s i n g 
on an early 
c o l o n i a l 
m i s s i o n a r y 
group being 
captured by 
Native Americans, the 
film was to be filmed in 
Roanoke, Va., and being 
cast as a leading role meant 
Telfer would have to take 
a semester off of school. 
Fortunately, his academic 
credits allowed him space 
to take the semester off 
and enjoy the experience.
“It was great! We 
filmed in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains for three 
months. It was fantastic 
working almost every shot 
outside because we got 
to swim through rivers, 
climb mountains and even 
play lacrosse with Native 
American children. It was 
like waking up and playing 
the childhood game of 
soldiers and Indians,” 
Telfer said.
“The most important 
thing as an actor, besides 
being a hard-worker and 
talented, is that you really 
have to focus on being a 
relatable person both on 
and off the stage,” Telfer 
says. “People will do their 
best work with you if you 
are a giving actor and 
don’t put yourself first. 
More will be revealed if 
you focus on more than 
just what’s going on in 
your own head.”
Brittany Stock (’10), a 
Hope alumni, and opposite 
cast member to Telfer in 
the 2009 production of 
“Big Love” described the 
experience of working 
with Telfer.
“Because John has a 
strong background in 
stage movement and is 
pretty fearless, it was 
awesome to just figure 
choreography out. There 
was so much freedom 
and I remember trying so 
many things successfully. 
He’s the type that won’t 
just say ‘let’s try that’, but 
he’ll immediately start 
figuring it out physically,” 
Stock said.
His acting resume 
continues to expand, as he 
played several prominent 
roles in this past summer’s 
Hope Summer Repertory 
Theatre lineup and was 
the lead in the most recent 
Hope production “Two 
Gentlemen of Verona.”
The co-director of the 
show, Elizabeth Dwyer 
(’12) says that Telfer will 
go far in his acting. 
“In 10 years, John will 
be wherever he wants to 
be. He’s so multitalented 
and charismatic that he 
can get what he wants, and 
he’ll be happy with that.”
Telfer’s views of the 
future seem to align with 
Dwyer’s prediction. “I 
feel like I would be happy 
anywhere, as long as I 
knew that the work I was 
doing represented my 
abilities.”
Theater turned movie  
Christoff Visscher 
GueSt Writer 
see COMMUNITY, page 10
Kara Williams
Skye Edwards and John Telfer
harder with Williams star: Telfer acts out 
In the middle of class, Hope 
English professor Heather 
Sellers is lying on the floor of 
Lubbers 220. Sellers has just 
complimented Alison Lechner 
(’12) on one of her poems and 
to her great surprise discovered 
this is Lechner’s first English 
class at Hope. 
“Knock me down and call me 
speechless, sister,” Heather said 
before proceeding to lie down 
on the classroom floor to make 
her point.  
Sellers’ quirkiness and 
enthusiasm are just two of the 
reasons why students enjoy her 
classes. 
Jacqueline Canonaco (’12) 
says she always leaves class 
happy.  
“She is so full of compliments 
and encouragement when you 
do something well. She makes 
you want to keep doing better,” 
Canonaco said. “She has a 
beautiful appreciation for words, 
people and experience. Anyone 
could benefit from her classes, 
not just writers. 
Sellers is also a renowned 
author best known for her 
recent memoir “You Don’t 
Look Like Anyone I Know.” 
Sellers is open and honest in 
her book – sharing intimate 
memories of her childhood, 
her family and her discovery of 
her rare neurological disorder, 
prosopagnosia. 
“In using my own life, I’m 
always trying to connect with 
the reader and her or his own 
experience,” Sellers said. 
The memoir’s title hints at 
Sellers’ disorder more commonly 
known as face blindness. She 
doesn’t recognize her family, 
her friends or her students. She 
doesn’t even recognize herself in 
the mirror. But Sellers doesn’t let 
face blindness negatively affect 
her life. On the contrary, Sellers 
says her disorder is a gift. 
“Face blindness is how I can 
now connect with other people 
in a deep and meaningful way. I 
have to open with it, and it makes 
my interactions more authentic, 
personal and open right out 
of the gate. I love that,” Sellers 
said. “And, everyone has stepped 
in. The disorder has renewed my 
faith in human kind. Everyone 
wants to help.”
Since the 2010 release of her 
memoir, Sellers has received a 
lot of media attention. Sellers 
has traveled to Chicago, New 
York and all around Michigan 
for book readings. 
“I guest blogged, did 
television appearances, lots of 
radio and Skype,” Sellers said. “I 
think the most rewarding part of 
the publication process for me 
is the teaching aspect – when I 
do a talk for a community group 
and people ask questions about 
the writing process. I feel I’m 
able to connect people with 
the power of telling our stories. 
That’s incredibly meaningful.”
During the school year, Sellers 
manages to balance teaching 
and writing. Sellers is currently 
working on a collection of poems 
about Tarzan and growing up in 
Florida, essays about art and a 
young adult novel.
“I find teaching and writing 
to be a perfect balance. You 
can’t write all day 
– you just can’t 
concentrate for 
that long,” Sellers 
said. “Hope College 
is an incredibly 
s u p p o r t i v e , 
positive place 
to work. During 
the summer I am 
lost and crabby 
without my 
students. I yearn 
for the school year 
to start.”  
In a similar 
manner, Sellers’ 
students look 
forward to each 
class with her. She 
challenges students 
to find their own voice in 
their writing: “Embrace your 
oddness.”
When Lauren Bull (’12), 
creative writing and women’s 
studies major, first ventured into 
Sellers’ office three years ago, 
she “instantly clicked” with her 
professor as they bonded over 
“being misplaced Southerners in 
the Midwest.” Bull is from Texas. 
Sellers was born and raised in 
Florida.   
“She has encouraged me to 
use my Southern background 
as fuel for my writing. It is 
unique. It is part 
of who I am,” Bull 
said. “My classes 
with Heather are 
easily my favorite. 
She has a way of 
connecting with 
every kind of student 
and really listens to what we 
have to say. She also assigns a lot 
of work, and I like that. Heather 
has helped me realize my full 
potential.”
Sellers helped Bull discover 
her academic calling. 
“Without her, I don’t know 
if I would have found and 
legitimized my passion for 
creative writing this early,” Bull 
said. 
Bull is also a teaching assistant 
for Sellers. She describes the 
experience as “a dream.” 
“It’s inspiring to learn how to 
teach from someone who loves 
teaching so much,” Bull said.
Sellers’ passionate work with 
her students is also recognized by 
the college. In May she received 
the Hope Outstanding Professor 
Educator Award, presented by 
the class of 2011.  
“That teaching award at 
Hope, where there are so many 
stunning teachers? That was so 
unexpected. I still do not really 
believe it,” Sellers said. “That day 
was one of the high points of my 
life.”   
Sellers’ memoir 
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A band of hippies dressed in 
tie-dye, floral skirts and beaded 
necklaces greeted the audience 
at Hope’s production of Shake-
speare’s “Two Gentlemen of Ve-
rona.” The neutral colors, quirky 
accessories and giant afro worn 
by the actors were all a part of 
guest costume designer Joe Fl-
auto’s vision.
Flauto, a seasoned designer, 
joined Hope’s theater depart-
ment for the production which 
ran from Nov. 17 to Nov. 22. 
Before sharing his talents with 
Hope, Flauto established a suc-
cessful career in the theater 
world.
Flauto discovered his love 
for theater design as an under-
graduate at Youngstown State 
University in Ohio. Although 
he was an art major, he was in-
volved in the university’s small 
theater program. 
“First I started acting so they 
paid attention to me so I could 
design the set,” Flauto said. He 
knew design was his place in the 
theater because he was more 
concerned with the details of his 
costumes than the characters he 
played as an actor.
After receiving a bachelor’s 
degree in art from Youngstown, 
Flauto went on to earn master’s 
degrees in theater from Bowling 
Green University and the Uni-
versity of New Orleans. Flauto 
joined the University of Evans-
ville faculty in 1978 and taught 
there for 30 years as a set, light-
ing and costume designer. 
When he had time off, he 
spent it designing for other 
schools and professional the-
aters. For 27 summers, he de-
signed for the Hope Summer 
Repertory Theater.
Having designed for count-
less productions at both the 
college and professional level, 
Flauto appreciates the differ-
ent experiences of working 
with professional and college 
actors. 
“Professional actors fasci-
nate me,” Flauto said. “They 
do this for a living and they’re 
so insecure.”
Once he worked with a 
professional actor who was in a 
panic because she was insecure 
about the way she looked in her 
costume. Flauto stepped in and 
eased her anxieties so she could 
perform. 
“I just talked to her about how 
lovely she was,” Flauto said. His 
calming words were enough to 
allow the show to go on.
Working with college stu-
dents is a different story, he said. 
While they are not as reliable or 
experienced as professional ac-
tors, they are willing to step up 
to the plate. 
“They don’t know enough to 
have melt downs,” Flauto said. 
“College students will do any-
thing, they’ll wear anything.”
Flauto’s first experience with 
Hope’s theater department was 
in 2009 as guest set designer for 
“Skin of our Teeth.”
“Hope students are so re-
spectful and so responsive that I 
was happy to come back,” Flauto 
said.
Theater professor John Tam-
mi directed both productions 
Flauto has been involved with at 
Hope.
“Joe Flauto is a director’s de-
signer,” Tammi said. “He knows 
how to help tell the story of the 
play.”
Hope’s production of “Two 
Gentlemen of Verona” placed 
the story in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. Flauto’s designs 
helped shape the concept. The 
costumes were inspired by high 
fashion designers of the ‘60s and 
‘70s such as Yves St. Lauren, 
Calvin Klein and Halston. 
The time period had a wide 
variety of styles because people 
were experimenting with cloth-
ing from earlier periods while 
adding styles of their own. 
The costumes reflected the 
styles of The Beatles, Elvis, Jack-
ie Kennedy and more, while still 
hinting at the clothing of Shake-
spearean times.
Flauto’s creative designs were 
a hit.
“The contrast between the 
outlaws representing the ‘60s 
feminist movement worked bril-
liantly against the more reserved 
costuming of the main charac-
ters,” Lexi Egedy (‘12) said after 
Friday’s production.
Hopefully Flauto will return 
to share his talents with the 
Hope theater again.
Amanda Vander Byl
GuEst WritEr
Sellers’ quirkiness, enthusiasm endear her to students, readers 
Guest designer Joseph Flauto brings talent and hippies to Hope
Photos CourtEsy of hoPE thEAtrE
Heather Sellers 
Joe Flauto
hippie-inspired costumes on display— the outlaws in hope’s recent production 
of “two Gentlemen of Verona” showcased Flauto’s talent. 
Independent music sensation anchored in Hope
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Detroit native Sufjan Stevens 
(’98) has been profiled in nu-
merous international publica-
tions and his album “Illinois” has 
sold over 300,000 copies to date.
 He is arguably the most fa-
mous member of Hope College’s 
alumni. He has not, however, 
played a concert at Hope since 
his graduation, instead having 
played multiple times on the ri-
val-campus of Calvin College. 
His latest album “The Age of 
Adz” was streamed on NPR’s 
website leading up to its release, 
and Paste, The New York Times, 
and MTV all placed the record 
in their “Top Ten of 2010” lists.
He is one of the most in-
fluential indie musicians in 
the world, and his work has 
done a lot to popularize and 
spread the indie-folk sound 
now heard on the radio in the 
form of Mumford and Sons, as 
well as The Decemberists.
A prolific artist, Stevens has 
released nine studio albums since 
2000, and nine more Christmas-
themed albums during the same 
period of time. As a student at 
Hope College, this prolific work 
ethic resulted in a number of po-
ems, articles, columns and mag-
azines published in his name. 
Stevens, 36, began at Hope 
as a freshman in the fall of 1993. 
He served for a time as the arts 
and entertainment editor for 
Hope’s student newspaper The 
Anchor and submitted work 
for publication to Hope’s liter-
ary publication, Opus. During 
his junior year, Stevens stopped 
working with The Anchor and 
Opus to begin his own magazine 
entitled “Moxie”. He described 
this decision in the 1998 edition 
of Hope’s Milestone yearbook.
“I wanted a venue for stu-
dents to submit, open forum, 
with no genre or style limits. 
(Moxie) let me experiment on 
design and composition, and I 
really indulged myself. It was a 
blunder, very immature. I was 
working off a stigma of Opus as 
elitist because I was on Opus. 
I pitted Moxie against Opus 
and exploited that more than 
I should have,” Stevens said.
In 1996-1997, what would 
have been his senior year, 
Stevens left Hope and per-
formed in New York with the 
band Marzuki. He returned 
for the 1997-98 school year, 
and started “Moxie” up again. 
This time, he collaborated 
with his English Department 
advisor Dr. Stephen Hemen-
way (who is still a professor 
at Hope) and Moxie became 
an independent study proj-
ect. Stevens graduated magna 
cum laude from Hope that year.
A letter from the editor in 
an edition of Moxie published 
that year reads, “Welcome to 
the latest flop in print-media 
technology. Moxie is your very 
own monthly arts publication 
exhibiting freely submitted un-
censored arts and writing con-
tributions from the Hope Col-
lege community.” Later in that 
same column Sufjan states that, 
“I am indebted to Dr. Hemen-
way for his tolerance and advice.”
GreetinGs from Hope ColleGe— Critically acclaimed independent musician, sufjan 
stevens, graduated from Hope College in 1998 with a degree in english. 
1994 1995 1996
say CHeese!— sufjan stevens as he appeared in the 1994, 1995 and 1996 milestone yearbooks.
read all about it— While studying at Hope, stevens served as an arts and enter-
tainment for Hope College’s student newspaper.
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Going the distance
I’m almost halfway 
done with my last year 
of school. When I was 
really young, I remem-
ber thinking that going to 
school from the age of 5 to 
21 seemed like an absurd commit-
ment. Basically, for the first two decades of your life 
you are a student. And now somehow, I’m almost 
finished. All of this reflecting brought me back to the 
blur that was freshman orientation at Hope College.
One thing that still sticks about those first two 
days was the “Orange and Blue for You” play that was 
put on by members of the orientation staff. The play 
consisted of skits that were meant to give students 
advice about their new life as a college-student: don’t 
put off studying, you might have a difficult room-
mate, you might get homesick, and so on. 
One “lesson” that appeared in at least three of 
these skits, was that if you are dating your significant 
other from high-school, you are delusional. It’s just a 
fact of life that it will not work out, especially since 
there are so many cool girls on Hope’s campus. In the 
end, the character in the play makes the decision to 
break up with his girlfriend over the phone, and he 
is much happier now that he can flirt with all of the 
cute college girls. As a guy who was dating a girl who 
went to college on the other side of the state, I felt 
fairly targeted by this message.
Now some of this was just the result of a misguid-
ed attempt to manufacture a few more Hope College 
sweethearts, but this play still very clearly stated that 
dating someone who lives outside of your area code 
just a disaster waiting to happen.
Sitcoms and movies also buy into this message 
for the most part. In an episode of “How I Met Your 
Mother,” Marshall is consulting Ted about a relation-
ship and says that “Even though Lily is my soulmate, 
long-distance almost killed us.” At the end of the epi-
sode, Ted decides to give a long-distance romance 
a shot anyways, but the story ends with the “moral” 
that these relationships hardly ever work and should 
not be attempted. Even when distance doesn’t kill a 
relationship entirely, it’s usually at least depicted as 
being some kind of a living hell, like in the recent 
comedy, “Going The Distance.”
After you get around the spectre of cautionary 
Hollywood tales, you also tend to find yourself de-
fending your alternative lifestyle in conversations. 
Some people like to sound as world-weary and expe-
rienced as possible, and an easy way to do this is by 
complaining about past relationships. 
So when a person finds out that you’re trying to 
date someone who lives hours away, they tend to 
jump at the opportunity to tell you how it is. I re-
member one co-worker who just looked at me, shook 
her head and said, “all guys cheat.” Sometimes people 
won’t criticize you but will just say “Oh,” and half-
smile sympathetically. You can almost hear them 
mentally making a note to keep an eye on your rela-
tionship status on facebook.
I should pause for two quick disclaimers before I 
keep going. First of all, I don’t want to give the im-
pression that I live through persecution day-in and 
day-out or anything. Almost everyone will be very 
supportive, and even if people give you a warning, 
they will usually still genuinely wish you luck.
Second, the point of this column is not to criti-
cize people who had a long-distance relationship 
that didn’t work out. I don’t think that you’re evil or 
that you don’t believe in true love, I just want to let 
people know that these relationships aren’t inher-
ently cursed.
In one particularly moving episode of “Scrubs,” 
Dr. Kelso gives two other characters a warning, “Life 
is scary, get used to it . . . nothing in this world that’s 
worth having comes easy.” If you really love someone, 
and one or both of you need to move, I would recom-
mend taking Dr. Kelso’s uncharacteristically positive 
advice.
And dating someone who lives hours away should 
theoretically easier than ever today. With Skype, tex-
ting, voicemail, cars, cell phones, and facebook chat, 
staying connected should be a breeze. Unfortunately 
modern technology has pretty much erased the ro-
mantic adventurer who writes letters home to the 
girl of his dreams by candlelight, but if he could do 
it, you can too.
Next summer I’ll be marrying my high-school 
sweetheart. After almost four years of going to col-
lege on opposite sides of the state, I’ve not regretted 
committing to a long-distance relationship for one 
second.
Christopher Russ
Co Editor-in-Chief
E m p t y 
Stomach = 
happiness.
C o n f e s -
sion: I have an 
addiction to 
snacks. Some 
of my favorites include: fruit snacks, trail mix, Goldfish, 
chips and salsa. Really I’d eat about anything you’d find 
in aisles 6-8 of Meijer. 
I bought a bag of popcorn kernels last Sunday. I’m a 
big fan of popcorn and I thought it would be more con-
venient (and cheaper) to have a bag of kernels I could 
make however I pleased whenever I wanted them. Pop-
corn by itself (without the butter and salt mind you) is a 
pretty healthy snack. I would not be opposed to substi-
tuting it for dinner. 
And that’s probably not a good idea.
Popcorn is fluff. It would fill my stomach but not 
provide a lot of nutritional value.  One serving is 4.5 
cups and has 120 calories. Popcorn is almost all carbo-
hydrate with a small percentage of fat and protein. I’d 
eat enough to feel full but I’d be left hungry quickly. 
But this is an easy dinner option and easy is attrac-
tive to a 22 year old cooking for himself. I imagine you’re 
starting to see my point. 
The lesson I’m learning from popcorn goes so much 
farther than eating habits. I’m all too willing to take 
the easy route to get a quick fill.  Living only on snacks 
could make one unhealthy quickly. So can hanging out 
with the wrong friends, staying in an abusive relation-
ship, doing the bare minimum in a class, or neglecting 
your spiritual nature. 
Living a balanced life is not easy. Avoiding cookies 
and waiting for dinner isn’t either. We delay making 
tough decisions because maintaining the status quo 
spares us some pain. 
So often we just do what we see as best for our self 
in the moment. Sure it’s OK to splurge now and then. 
We should be living life in the present too. Living a bal-
anced life is not easy. Avoiding cookies and waiting for 
isn’t either. 
My life isn’t in perfect balance; I don’t have it all fig-
ured out. The only time I go to the Dow is to give a 
tour for admissions. I probably wouldn’t run even if I 
were chased. I could probably spend less time watching 
HBO’s “True Blood” and spend more intentional time 
with my housemates.  
Not all of us are going to be perfect students. Our re-
lationships probably won’t be perfectly harmonious. At 
some point, we’ll end up hurting someone else or our-
selves. This doesn’t mean, though, that we can’t strive 
to be better. 
What if we all set a higher standard for ourselves? 
Can we neglect our immediate desire to satisfy a more 
important need down the road with something more 
beneficial? Let’s live life, and live it to the fullest!
We’d be silly to think we can do it all on our own. Ask 
a friend to help. Seek out the power of Christ. As Craig 
Barnes, the speaker at the Gathering two Sundays ago 
said, “We don’t make changes to be beloved, we make 
changes because we are beloved.” 
If our identities have been placed in Christ, there is 
freedom to be who he created us to be. If this means 
forsaking to indulge in what I think I need now in order 
to become his masterpiece, so be it. Let’s not raise the 
bar just so we can be fantastic people but so that we can 
glorify our creator. 
Marc spends time folding his clothes when he takes 
them out of the dryer so he won’t be mad pulling wrin-
kled clothes from the hamper for the rest of the week.
Puffy popcorn combating the ‘instant gratification syndrome’
Marc Tori
Columnist
Respect turkey day
“It’s Be-
ginning to 
Look a lot 
like Christ-
mas” never 
fails to in-
spire me 
with that 
n o s t a l g i c , 
Santa-is-coming holiday feel. However, this song has a 
time and place, and that time is not until after Thanks-
giving has had its rightful turn. 
It seems that the Christmas season begins earlier 
and earlier each year. This year, Meijer and Target got 
decked out for Christmas as soon as the last piece of 
Halloween candy was trick-or-treated. At this rate, we’ll 
soon be eating reindeer-shaped popsicles and buying 
elf-themed school supplies. 
This premature Christmas commercialism en-
croaches on an autumn holiday that deserves more time 
in the spotlight. Thanksgiving should have the month of 
November to itself without the distractions of a holiday 
that already receives more than enough hype. 
Here are my top reasons why we should give Turkey 
Day more respect: 
1. Everything in moderation 
Christmas makes the snow more beautiful, the cook-
ies more bountiful and the people more compassionate. 
So why am I arguing that there should be less of it? I 
believe that Christmas is so special because it happens 
once a year. It’s a holiday with its own designated sea-
son; the church celebrates advent beginning in Decem-
ber to remember the Christmas story. 
Instituting an artificially long Christmas season de-
tracts from its singularity and significance. By the time 
Dec. 25 rolls around, people have become numb to the 
beauty and true meaning of Christmas. If it’s always 
Christmas then it’s never really Christmas.
By properly respecting Thanksgiving, we avoid de-
sensitizing ourselves to the traditions that breathe life 
into the Christmas season. 
2. God Bless America
Thanksgiving deserves more respect because it is 
an American holiday. On that fourth Thursday of No-
vember, we gather together for a feast that is wholly 
authentic to America. Remember in kindergarten 
when your class put on a pageant about the pilgrims 
and Indians? A little poking around on Wikipedia 
informed me that the feast has 
been celebrated since 1621, and 
Melody Hughes
Copy Editor
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Marc Tori
Columnist
It has been 
said that if our 
greatest need 
were technolo-
gy, God would 
have sent a 
scientist. Or 
if our greatest 
need had been 
leisure, he would have sent an entertainer. 
If what we needed most was money, the Lord would 
have sent a banker. And if it was better health we need-
ed, he would have supplied a doctor. But none of these 
popular wishes is why Jesus came. Instead, he came for 
a purpose altogether different: to save sinners.
It’s a message that is not exactly considered to be the 
most relevant in this day and age. The problem is that 
our society has taken the amazing step of abolishing sin. 
The post-Christian West now alleges that salvation has 
become irrelevant, that notions such as “hell” and “di-
vine judgment” and “eternal life” have become marginal 
for modern people.
In keeping with this, some have reduced Jesus to a 
mere personal life coach, a kind of religious version of 
Oprah. Others see him predominantly as an ethics cam-
paigner, or he is misconstrued as a means to achieving 
success and prosperity.
The mistake involved in all of this is to blur the nature 
of salvation — or even deny the need for it at all. But 
attempting to abolish sin by defining it away is nothing 
but a breathtaking display of arrogance by our world. In 
the end, it will fail.
We need another way of abolishing sin. God’s way. 
And that is why Jesus and his saving mission had to be.
The Bible leaves us with no other possible interpreta-
tion of Jesus’ mission. The point of the gospel, we are 
told, is “for the salvation of everyone who believes” (Ro-
mans 1:18). 
Even his name—“Jesus”—encapsulates his saving 
mission. Fittingly, the announcing angel at the start of 
Matthew’s gospel declares that Mary would give birth to 
a son and “you are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). 
All the gospels then go on to reiterate the same mes-
sage: “the Son of Man came to seek and save what was 
lost” records Luke (19:10). John the Baptist understood 
it this way: when he saw Jesus coming toward him he 
said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29). And Paul agrees: “here is a trust-
worthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15).
Christianity tells us that life, properly understood, is 
necessarily “forensic” in nature. This means it involves 
matters of penal law such as guilt, judgment, and acquit-
tal. That there is a courtroom, God’s courtroom and in-
evitably we human beings must traffic in the language 
of jurisprudence.
The salvation that the Bible speaks of is from some-
thing objective, a judicial reality — an “unfelt need” 
— rather than a subjective, felt need that we generate 
within ourselves.
The Bible says that Jesus came to save us from the 
reality of this sin, not by redefining it, but by defeating 
it on the cross.
This was necessary because we could not save our-
selves. Like a beetle on its back that cannot turn itself 
upright, we are helpless to put right our mistakes.
For this reason, the salvation that Jesus came for is 
an offense to our world. It is a hard pill for us to swal-
low, because it says we are hopelessly unlike God and 
incapable of saving ourselves. This is the “offense of the 
cross”: that we are failures who cannot redeem our own 
lives. 
This is halo-shattering in the extreme. It cuts deep 
into our secret pride in self.
Yet that is precisely the moment when salvation be-
comes effective, when we cast ourselves upon God and 
his mercy and coming to him by faith: “Nothing in my 
hands I bring; naked to thy cross I cling”.
At that moment God declares us righteous. We don’t 
have to try to become good in order to gain acquittal; 
rather, we are declared righteous by God. 
The truth is, there is only one way to really abolish 
sin: through Christ. Classical salvation from old-fash-
ioned sin therefore remains acutely relevant in today’s 
world. It is still the main game.
Professor reflects on historic Christian faith
Dr. Kim Hawtrey
   : abolishing sin 
I came across the thanksgiving psalm the other day; 
little did I know that it is one of the most quoted Psalms 
of all. 
Psalms 100-1 declares “make a joyful noise onto the 
Lord.” It goes on to describe serving him “and (coming) 
into his presence with singing”(v.2). 
While I haven’t always associated Thanksgiving nor 
do I think the Aramaic word for thanksgiving referred to 
the Thanksgiving of the Pilgrims, it only seems fitting to 
write about the Thanksgiving Psalm right around Thanks-
giving.
Like many students at Hope, I love singing in chapel 
and in church. No matter how well we sing, tone deaf, off 
pitch and all, we are still able to glorify God through it. 
The lyrics sung in chapel, in our dorm halls at Tuesday 
night worship and/or many other events are pretty incred-
ible to say the least. 
Take “Hosanna” by Hillsong for example: “We see his 
love and mercy” Or take “Hosanna in the highest.” What 
a mighty declaration (an Aramaic expression declaring, 
“Save, I pray”)!
But when we go further and look at some of these 
lyrics, these songs of praise suddenly become very chal-
lenging: to live with “selfless faith” and working towards 
a “near revival, staring as we pray and seek, we’re on 
our knees” as we declare hosanna. The demands and the 
promises that we sing during this song are hard to grasp 
in themselves. How many times a day do we really get 
on our knees to pray for a revival? How often do we ask 
to “break our heart” and “take everything we have”? It’s 
hard to swallow.
Before I go further I do need to make two qualifica-
tions on this topic.
First of all when I describe general worship music, I 
am not talking about certain bands that while profess to 
be Christian don’t necessarily produce music that directly 
praising the Lord. I’m not saying what they’re doing is 
wrong. But it’s kind of hard to go into a song like Relient 
K’s “Sadie Hawkins Dance,” which may not be consid-
ered worship music, and try to extract meaningful, Chris-
tian lyrics.
Second, I don’t claim to be somebody that has some 
divine blessing to be living out what I sing and do. Heck, 
I have a hard enough time carrying out what I say I’m 
going to do in the first place, and it’s only by God’s grace 
that I get there.
 However, when I think about the songs that we sing, 
I’m often convicted as these are declarations and prom-
ises that I’m making to God. We’re telling him that ev-
erything I have really is His when we barely give him the 
thought of day. 
Being able to watch fellow brothers and sisters filled 
with the spirit during worship is absolutely incredible as 
we raise our arms high, singing our hearts out. The music 
is always beautiful, but what I would like to suggest what 
is more beautiful if we truly strive to live out the things 
that we say and do when we sing these songs.
When you look at David’s songs, worship declara-
tions in Psalms, and Mary’s Song in Matthew, these were 
people that truly lived out their lives and sang about it as 
they went.
Psalm 145 describes David’s loyalty to the Lord as he 
proclaims Him across the land. David was a man after 
God’s own heart and he dedicated his life to God.
Fast forward quite a few millenniums.
When we sing “Be Thou My Vision”, is he truly the 
vision that we have before our eyes?  When we harmonize 
to “riches I heed not nor man’s empty praise” I always get 
the chills myself because I think of all of the times that I 
have said things or do things just for the resume or just to 
get that next internship.
It’s only when we get to that point we may sing “thou 
in me dwelling and thy in me won” that may the victory 
“high King of Heaven’s.” I know I’m not there. Are you?
But what about my favorite song? Seriously what does 
it really mean when we sing “I Surrender All?” The song 
writer, Judson W. Van Deventer, gave up his teaching ca-
reer, his successful music career, sold his home and be-
came a full time evangelist. He went on to disciple some 
of the well-known Christian leaders of our time, includ-
ing Billy Graham.
Are we really laying anything and everything at his 
feet? This doesn’t just mean our riches or our accomplish-
ments. It means our futures, our aspirations from what we 
eat for breakfast in the morning, to classes that we take 
next semester to the career that we may spend the rest of 
our lives doing.
I recently had the neat opportunity of hearing Gil 
Odendaal speak. It’s interesting because in many ways 
“I Surrender All” is surrendering much more than what 
most of the church does today. Most all probably should 
be saying “I surrender 10 percent”. 
More so even let’s take this to one last level.
So we’ve screwed up. We haven’t followed him en-
tirely. But that should never stop us from singing.
In Fee’s “Glory to God Forever,” we declare the 
mightiness of the creator and is “great matchless name”, 
“we declare that our life maybe a blazing offering.” “Take 
my life and let it be for your glory, take my life and let it 
be yours.”
It’s time we started taking it one step at a time. Every 
thought. Every action. Every Word we say.
This Thanksgiving may we sing:
Glory to God. Glory to God. Glory to God. 
Glory to God forever.
Samuel Tzou
Columnist
What we sing
Lincoln wanted to fix an official date to promote 
unity between the North and South. The history of 
this holiday and the spirit that it represents make me 
proud (and thankful!) to be a part of this country. 
Yeah it’s corny, but take a moment to think about it 
and you might just agree! 
3. Giving thanks 
 Even though it’s right in the title of the holiday, 
it is easy to disregard the purpose of Thanksgiving. 
There’s more to it than consuming a food coma-in-
ducing amount of food and cheering loudly for the 
football team that some of your relatives despise. This 
day should be a time for us to pause (beyond the one 
minute, pre-feast prayer) and remember what we 
have to be thankful for. I’m guilty of feasting on au-
topilot, and neglecting to recognize all the blessings 
in my life. 
Let’s face it; life is hard and always will be. At the 
end of some days, choosing thankfulness instead of 
bitterness is a daunting challenge. Yet, if we spend 
less energy complaining, I believe that we will become 
more aware and grateful for the good in our lives. 
This Thanksgiving, I challenge myself and you to 
embrace a sincere spirit of thankfulness.
Melody encourages you and your friends to get 
psyched for Thanksgiving by tracing a hand turkey and 
decorating it with feathers and glitter.
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ratings don’t always signify good 
quality, rather sometimes quite 
the opposite. “Community,” 
although small in viewers, is 
large in heart and in ambition. 
The scope of creator Dan 
Harmon’s vision for his show is 
staggering: there are more than 
enough examples of episodes 
that should have failed on paper 
but have turned into episodes 
worth analyzing and criticizing 
for years to come. 
One such example is found 
at the end of season two of 
“Community.” A classic TV 
episode is the “clip show,” an 
episode at the end of a season 
where production is behind 
schedule and to cut costs the 
show will film a small amount of 
new material and intersperse the 
new material with highlights, or 
“clips” from the past season. 
In a clever reinvention of this 
classic TV episode, “Community” 
had a clip show with entirely new 
material that was assumed to 
have occurred over the course of 
a year, adventures that the group 
had but that we, the viewers, had 
never seen. 
It not only had brilliant “clips” 
of comedy, but it highlighted the 
relationships that had evolved 
over the course of a season in 
the same way that a typical clip 
show would. 
But “Community’s” clip show 
is only one example of the kind 
of genre-bending that the show 
does so effortlessly, and only 
one of the hundreds of reasons 
the show needs to remain on the 
air.
Dan Harmon and 
“Community” are fighting 
against comedy clichés to create 
an entirely new show, a show 
that pays homage to “Cheers,” 
“Cougar Town” and “Arrested 
Development” while still 
retaining its own essence. 
It’s the rare comedy that allows 
its characters to evolve past their 
first season archetypes, a show 
that isn’t afraid to get serious, 
or mean, or uncomfortable, just 
like real life. 
So, NBC, as a fan and as a 
lover of quality television, I urge 
you to rethink your decision. 
“Community” is the rare comedy 
that showcases an emotional, 
dynamic group of friends trying 
to figure out their place in the 
world. Its importance in the 
comedy world is unparalleled. 
Save a struggling show for 
quality’s sake, not for money 
and greed. The Human Beings of 
Greendale will thank you for it.
w COMMUNITY, from page 5
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Greek life coat drive
During the week of Nov. 27 
to Dec. 4, Greek Life will be 
collecting coats for the Holland 
Community Action House. 
Donations can be new or gently 
used, so make sure to bring back 
old coats from Thanksgiving 
Break. There will be donation 
boxes located in the Dewitt Center 
outside the Greek Life office and 
in every residence hall. 
Hope students win 
Honors in sinGinG 
audition
On Nov. 5, three Hope 
College students earned honors 
in the National Association of 
Teachers of Singing Michigan 
State Chapter Auditions. The 
auditions were held at Eastern 
Michigan University. Participants 
included students from colleges, 
universities, and high schools 
throughout Michigan. Sam Horsch 
(’15) won first place in the First-
Year College Men category. Skye 
Edwards, (’13), earned second 
place in the Musical Theatre 
category. Finally, Brent Smith 
(’12) won third place in the Third-
Year College Men category
volunteer services 
sponsor food drive
Volunteer Services will be 
hosting a food drive for the 
Holland community during the 
week of Dec. 5-9. 
Partnering with St. Francis 
de Sales Church, they will be 
accepting peanut butter, pasta 
of any kind, cereal, and pinto 
beans. The goal of the food drive 
is to give back in a practical and 
helpful manner this holiday sea-
son.
The collection will take place 
after chapel on Monday, Dec. 5, 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, and Friday, 
Dec. 9. There will also be a do-
nation center outside the Volun-
teer Services office all week.
Gap year opportunities
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AmeriCorps.
There are also many programs 
which are focused around 
Christian missionary work either 
here or abroad.  For those with 
this interest, there are volunteer 
organizations for just about 
every Christian denomination.  
Among the options are 
organizations like Mission Year, 
Youth for Christ, The Dale House 
Project, Christian Reformed 
World Missions, Nicaragua 
Christian Academy, Wycliffe 
Bible Translators, the Jesuit or 
the Lutheran Volunteer Corps 
and the Mennonite Mission 
Network.  
Students who attended the 
fair had very positive reactions 
about their future prospects, 
some who had never before 
considered a mission trip 
during their gap year changed 
their minds because of the fair. 
“It really opened my mind to 
different opportunities,” said 
O’Sullivan Scimemi.  
If you did not have a chance 
to attend the gap year fair but 
are interested in some sort of 
volunteer corps, all of these 
organizations have websites 
where you can get information 
and apply to become a 
volunteer.  
A new online addiction has 
hit Hope. It is different than last 
year’s “Like A Little” obsession. 
It will get you to stop looking at 
Facebook and Twitter and in-
stead check your Project Discus-
sion questions. 
Project Discussion, devel-
oped by Hope sophomores 
Hayden Davis and Taylor Brush-
wyler, is a mix of the best parts 
of Twitter and Facebook. It takes 
the quick posts of Twitter and 
mixes it with the interaction of 
Facebook. It changes things up 
by having everything in question 
format. 
Users can ask a question and 
provide other users answers to 
chose from. For example, a user 
would ask, “Do people respect 
Hope College degrees?” and 
then gave two answers, “yes,” 
and “no.” Users click on whatev-
er answer they feel is right. The 
user can go back and see how 
everyone voted.
User Taylor Rabbai (15’) said, 
“I use Project Discussion a lot. I 
used it for class to ask questions 
for projects.” 
What sets Project Discussion 
apart from other social media 
sites is its interaction with Hope 
College.  Hope is a network on 
the site, but the site was also cre-
ated by  two Hope students.
In addition to being 
web developers, Davis 
and Brushwyler are 
clearly best friends. 
They are the best kind 
of best friends; they 
finish each other’s 
sentences and work 
together closely on 
launching  the site. 
“Taylor is very 
smart. Hayden has 
the creative side,” said 
user Barry DeGraaf, 
or better known on 
Project Discussion as 
BigBear. 
“The idea just came 
to me,” Davis, an eco-
nomics and manage-
ment double major, 
said. “I was 
driving back 
to Hope from 
my house and I 
was on Twitter 
with my phone 
and thought ‘I 
bet we can make something like 
this.’” Back on campus he shared 
his idea with Brushwyler.  
“He came in and said ‘Dude 
I got the best idea,’” Brushwyler 
said. From there Brushwyler, 
who is a computer science ma-
jor, started working on the site 
with Davis. Davis focuses on the 
business aspect while Brush-
wyler does the site pro-
gramming.  
 “I had to learn a lot 
of this stuff on my own. 
We don’t have a class 
that just teaches this,” 
Brushwyler said. They went into 
full swing to get the site up and 
running. They launched the site 
and continue to make it better. 
“We drew a lot of this stuff up 
on a white board. We looked at 
what stuff we liked and then just 
kept adding on stuff,” Davis said. 
Since launching their beta 
about two weeks into the school 
year they have done a lot of im-
proving. They have added “call-
ing out” and even “ranking” for 
their network. 
“I actually came up with the 
idea of ranking people among 
their network. Now it is used 
as like a competition among 
friends,” Rabbai said. 
The site is now out of beta and 
is growing every day. Brushwyler 
and Davis think that is probably 
the coolest thing. 
“Seeing other people use 
something you created is the 
greatest feeling,” Davis said. 
Join the discussion at project-
discussion.com. 
project discussion: what’s your discussion?
Ashley Fraley
Staff Writer
Creating the next big thing — Sophomores taylor brush-
wyler (left) and hayden Davis (right) mixed twitter and Facebook to 
create Project Discussion. the format consists entirely of questions 
and answers separated by user groups.
ProjeCt DiSCuSSion’S riSing Fame 
— hope College’s user group consists of 140 mem-
bers. the total amount of members using Project 
Discussion has risen to 294 with 1239 questions.
“It was very inspirational 
to hear their stories and know 
that pretty much everyone, in 
some way, has been affected by 
cancer.”
The volunteers were provided 
with food throughout the event. 
There were also a variety of 
activities including root beer 
pong, 4-square, bean bag toss, 
and hill-billy golf.
“Overall, Relay was a huge 
success,” said Clark. The event 
raised $50,663 for the American 
Cancer Society. This contributes 
to the total $297,882 that Hope 
has donated since it began in 
2003. 
Even more important than the 
money earned was the number 
of lives touched by the event. 
“I learned so much more about 
the disease and about certain 
people. It was a great way to get 
more involved and a great way 
to give back and show gratitude 
towards everyone who has ever 
been affected,” Gallemore said, 
“Almost everyone you talk 
to has been touched by cancer 
somehow,” said Clark. “Relay is a 
great time to share these stories 
and to support one another.”
Relay fights cancer with fun
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ThiS Week in SporTS
Wednesday          Nov.  30 
Women’s basketball
vs. Kalamazoo at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday          Dec. 3 
Hockey
vs. Calvin at Edge Ice Arena at 7 p.m.
in Brief
men’s basketball         
remains unbeaten    
           
The men’s basketball team 
continued to build on its sea-
son-opening success on Sat-
urday, triumphing over Spring 
Arbor 78-56 in a nonconference 
matchup. The Dutchmen start-
ed strong with a basket by Nate 
Snuggerud (’13) 31 seconds into 
the game and maintained its lead 
throughout the game. Snugger-
ud led Hope in scoring for the 
second game in a row, adding 18 
points to the team’s total. Peter 
Bunn (’12) and Billy Seiler (’13) 
also scored in the double dig-
its, putting up 13 and 11 points, 
respectively. Snuggerud pulled 
down nine boards during the 
game to lead the Dutchmen in 
rebounds. Bunn had eight re-
bounds and Josh Holwerda (’13) 
grabbed seven to contribute to 
Hope’s overall 40 rebounds com-
pared to Spring Arbor’s 33. The 
Dutchmen will be back in action 
at Cornerstone University  in the 
Hall of Fame Classic the week-
end after Thanksgiving.
hope leads in                   
commissioner’s cup
Hope College currently holds 
the lead in the annual competi-
tion for the MIAA commisson-
er’s cup. After the fall season, 
Hope has earned 103 points. Cal-
vin is in second with 81 points. 
MIAA schools earn points based 
on where teams finish in the 
conference. Hope finished in first 
or second in seven of the eight 
fall sports.
Women’s basketball 
splits tournament
The women’s basketball team 
suffered its first loss of the sea-
son on Nov. 18, falling 53-62 to 
Capital, Ohio, in the Mount St. 
Joseph tipoff tournament. Mad-
die Burnett (’12) put up an im-
pressive offensive effort in the 
loss, scoring 22 points for the 
Flying Dutch. Liz Ellis (’13) fol-
lowed in scoring with 12. Bur-
nett and Meredith Kussmaul 
(’13) both had five rebounds in 
the game.
The Dutch returned to its 
winning ways in the tourna-
ment’s consolation game against 
host Mount St. Joseph, triumph-
ing 81-66. Allie Cerone (’12) 
took team high scoring honors 
with 17 points. Ashley Bauman 
(’13) led the team in rebounds 
with 7. The Dutch take on Aqui-
nas on Nov. 26.
hope teams compete on national stage
Thirty-six Hope College 
student athletes had the 
opportunity to compete at some 
of the highest levels of college 
sports last weekend as the men’s 
soccer team competed in NCAA 
sections and women’s cross 
country and men’s runner Nate 
Love (’12) headed to Wisconsin 
to race in the NCAA National 
Championship meet.
Eight of Hope’s cross country 
runners competed in Oshkosh, 
Wis. Saturday at the NCAA 
Division III Championship meet. 
Love qualified after finishing 
in 13th at the regional meet on 
Nov. 12.  The women’s squad 
brought seven runners after the 
team qualified with a third place 
finish at regionals. 
Sheri McCormack (’14) led the 
Flying Dutch at nationals with a 
79th place finish, completing the 
6K race in 22:24.63. Kelly Lufkin 
(’12), Meredith Busman (’14), 
Camille Borst (’14), Kate Nelson 
(’12), Salome Emmanuel (’12), 
and Taylor Mattarella (’13) also 
finished for Hope. The Dutch 
finished 21st overall out of a 
field of 32 teams.
Love ended his Hope College 
cross country career with an 81st 
place finish out of 279 runners. 
Love ran a 25:09 8K, 15 seconds 
faster than his time at regionals.
After a thrilling second round 
win over Dominican College 
on Nov. 12, the men’s soccer 
team advanced to the sectional 
round of NCAA play for the 
third time in school history. 
The Nov. 18 third round game 
pitted Hope against Luther, who 
received an at-large bid into the 
tournament after falling in the 
Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference finals.
Luther took the lead in the 
35th minute of Friday’s game 
off a corner kick, but Shaun 
Groetsema (’12) evened the 
score in the 76th minute on a 
penalty kick. 
The Dutchmen and the 
Norse from Luther remained 
tied through two overtimes, 
after which the game went into 
penalty kicks. Jason Muller (’13), 
Tarwo Konbloa (’15), Justin 
Reamon (’15), and Max DeBoef 
(’14) all scored in the shootout, 
but four Luther penalty kicks 
also made it past goalie Logan 
Neil (’12). 
In accordance with NCAA 
standards, the game then went 
into a sudden death shootout. 
Ben Lemmen’s (’14) shot hit the 
goal post, but Neil made the 
save on Luther’s shot to keep the 
Dutchmen alive. A goal by Luke 
Dishnow (’13) was countered by 
another Luther goal. 
Neil then came out of the 
goalie box to take the ninth Hope 
penalty kick of the shootout. He 
got the ball past Luther goalie 
Steve O’Meara and successfully 
blocked the next Luther shot 
to secure Hope’s win and send 
the Dutchmen to the NCAA 
quarterfinals for the first time in 
school history. 
On Saturday, the Dutchmen 
met host Ohio Wesleyan in the 
sectional final game. The Bishops 
took an early lead, scoring three 
minutes into the game. Ohio 
Wesleyan extended its lead to 
2-0 in the 53rd minute. Nicholas 
Heyboer (’14) scored on a 
header in the 87th minute to 
cut Ohio Wesleyan’s lead to one, 
but the Dutchmen didn’t score 
in the remaining three minutes. 
Hope finishes its season 17-5-4. 
sailing ends season with emma biagioni memorial regatta
Bethany Stripp
SportS Editor
The Hope College Sailing 
Club ended its fall season by 
hosting college sailing teams 
from around the Midwest for a 
final regatta named in honor of a 
past member.
The Emma Biagioni Memorial 
Regatta, held Oct. 29 at Holland’s 
Macatawa Bay Yacht Club, was 
named for Emma Biagioni (’11), 
an avid sailing club member. 
She died in a plane crash at 
Holland’s Tulip City Airport on 
Jan. 17, 2010, along with David 
Otai (’12).  
 In addition to honoring a 
fellow sailor, the memorial race 
marked a successful end to the 
club’s season. 
Hope’s first team finished 
fifth in the regatta while Hope’s 
second squad took sixth. 
Michigan State’s first team won 
the regatta, followed by Western 
Michigan, Purdue, Miami of 
Ohio, the two Hope squads, 
Robert Morris University and a 
second MSU squad.
 The club competes as part 
of the Midwest Collegiate 
Sailing Association and had 
four scheduled regattas this fall. 
The club traveled to Ann Arbor, 
Western Michigan University 
and Madison, Wis. for earlier 
races.
“We finished in about the 
middle of the fleet in the first 
three,” Scott Brandonisio (‘13) 
said.  
The club has both a fall and 
spring season and is open to 
anyone who would like to try 
their hand at sailing. 
“We will take anyone no matter 
what their previous experience. 
If you come out, we’ll teach you 
how to sail,” Brandonisio said. “I 
had never sailed in my life. Then 
I saw the club at the activity fair 
my freshman year,  gave it a try, 
and I have gone to every practice 
since.” 
The core of the sailing club 
is made up of about 10 to 
15 members (both men and 
women) who consistently 
practice and participate in the 
races. However, on any given 
day, normally dependent on 
how nice the weather is, up to 30 
people attend practice. 
“Right now in the club we have 
people all over the spectrum, 
from leisurely members to 
people who want to race and 
are a bit more serious,” Matthew 
Rybar (‘13) said. 
Senior Jeff Harrison (‘12), was 
one of many casual members 
who only made it out to a few 
practices, but he still thoroughly 
enjoyed his time spent with the 
club. 
“The sailing club was made up 
of some cool kids; we didn’t have 
a super windy fall but going out 
and sailing on Lake Macatawa 
was still a lot of fun. We’re 
blessed to have that resource so 
close to us at Hope,” Harrison 
said. 
In season, the club generally 
practices for three hours on 
Lake Macatawa from Monday 
to Thursday, taking Fridays 
off and then having regattas 
on Saturdays. Members can 
choose when they want to go to 
practice, as it is not mandatory 
to go every day.  
The team is mainly led 
by students, and the more 
experienced sailors teach 
newcomers who are trying to 
learn the basics of sailing. This 
year the club welcomed physics 
professor Paul DeYoung as its 
first coach. 
“It was great to have Coach 
DeYoung this year; he was an 
experienced presence out there 
on the water,” Brandonisio said. 
With the fall season complete, 
students interested in sailing 
should consider joining the club 
spring semester. The spring 
season is shorter and is mostly 
for fun as there are no regattas. 
“It’s a good way to spend 
some time out on the water and 
get away from school and classes 
for a while,” Rybar said.
Alex Porter
GuESt WritEr
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uNDer coNtrol— tarwo Konbloa (’15) takes the ball through three luther players in 
Hope’s Nov. 18 victory in the NCAA sectional semifinal. Hope won the game with a 6-5 edge in 
the shootout after two overtimes.
 by the numbers
      Shots by the men’s 
soccer team in the second half 
of the sectional final game. The 
Dutchmen had four shots in the 
first half.
13
5:04               Nate Love’s mile pace in the NCAA champion-
ship meet.
0  Appearances by Hope’s men’s soccer team in the sec-
tional finals prior to Nov. 19
0:19          Seconds separating Hope’s top five women’s cross 
country finishers on Saturday.
Basketball set to excite, starts seasons strong
James Rogers
AssistAnt sports Editor
Hope goaltender has no problem putting team on his back
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Hope College
Basketball returned to 
Hope College on Nov. 15 with 
the men’s and women’s teams 
opening their seasons against 
Rochester.
Coming off a 23-7 (12-2 
MIAA) record from a year ago, 
the men’s team returns 10 players 
from last season’s roster. 
Last year the Dutchmen 
were MIAA champions and 
clinched a berth in the NCAA 
tournament in head coach Matt 
Neil’s first year at the helm. This 
year’s squad is co-captained 
by Nate King (’12), David 
Krombeen (’12), and Logan Neil 
(’12). Krombeen was selected to 
the All-MIAA second team last 
year after leading the conference 
in steals per game (3.29) and 
finishing second in assists (5.36 
pg). 
Hope also has senior Peter 
Bunn back for the 2011-2012 
campaign. Bunn was sidelined 
all of last season with illness 
after he led the team in scoring 
his junior year (’09-’10) at 16.1 
per game and was selected as an 
All-MIAA first teamer.
A huge addition to the team 
will be Nate VanArendonk (’14). 
He transferred from Division 
I Central Michigan to play ball 
for the Dutchmen. Listed at 6 
foot 10 inches and 255 pounds, 
VanArendonk is expected to 
make an immediate impact on 
the team at the center/forward 
position.
Three sophomores have made 
the team after playing JV ball 
last year. Cody Campbell, Craig 
Toren and Grant Neil will join 
VanArendonk to round out the 
varsity representatives from the 
class of 2014. 
Stephen Wittenbach (’15) will 
be the only Flying Dutchman 
fresh out of high school to play on 
the team. Wittenbach graduated 
from Forest Hills Central and 
stands 6 foot 4 inches. 
Hope’s returning 
letterwinners include Chase 
DeMaagd (’13), Josh Holwerda 
(’13), Colton Overway (’13), 
Chris Ray (’13), Billy Seiler (’13), 
and Nate Snuggerud (’13). 
On Nov. 30, the Dutchmen 
will face an NCAA Division 
I opponent for the first time 
since 1991. They will travel 
to Kalamazoo to take on 
Western Michigan 
University.
The Dutchmen 
opened up this 
season with a 
63-45 home win 
against Rochester. 
Snuggerud posted 
a double-double, 
totaling 26 points 
and 13 rebounds 
on 12-15 shooting. 
Bunn was just shy 
of a double-double 
with eight points 
and 11 boards.
On the women’s side, the 
Flying Dutch lost four starters 
from last season, including All-
American Carrie Snikkers. The 
women carried a 27-3 record 
(15-1 MIAA) last season and 
lost in an NCAA tournament 
Regional final. Head coach Brian 
Morehouse is now in his 16th 
season at Hope and is leading 
a team with just two seniors on 
the 14-player roster. 
Those two seniors, Allie 
Cerone and Maddie Burnett, 
are joined by Liz Ellis (’13) and 
Meredith Kussmaul (’13) to 
make up the captains for the 
2011-2012 season. Ellis was 
named the MIAA Defensive 
Player of the Year and made 
the All-MIAA second team last 
season.
Other returning letterwinners 
are Ashley Bauman (’13), 
Courtney Kust (’13), and Katie 
Overway (’14).
Three sophomores who 
played JV and three incoming 
freshmen are the new faces 
to the team. Anna Kaufmann 
(’14), Megan Kelley (’14), and 
Kristen Slotman (’14) are the 
sophomores and Hannah Doell 
(’15), Rebekah Llorens (’15), and 
Liz Siepker (’15) make up the 
freshmen. 
The women are 2-1 on the 
season, beating Rochester (84-
36) and Mount St. Joseph (81-
66) and losing to Capital, Ohio 
(62-53). The three-pointers are 
dropping for Hope, totaling 25 
in the first three games of the 
season.
Chris Ray
GuEst WritEr
defensive— nowicki has been crucial to Hope’s success 
so far this season and has a career record of 46-11-2.
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When Dave Nowicki (’12) is 
in the crease in front of the net, 
his focus never wanders.  He 
sees the puck, locates opposing 
players who could be threats to 
score and deflects or traps any 
shot that comes his way.  
After all, the All-American 
goaltender for the Flying 
Dutchmen hockey team anchors 
a squad that has reached the 
national championship the past 
two seasons.  Nowicki knows 
that one mental lapse could hurt 
his entire team.
“The only thing I focus on 
is the game,” Nowicki said.  “As 
soon as I think about something 
other than the game, I lose focus 
and making saves becomes more 
difficult.  But as I play and make 
saves, I find a groove and ride 
it.”
So far this season, Nowicki 
has been in quite the groove for 
the undefeated hockey team. 
With his individual target to 
maintain a goals against average 
of below 2.00 and have a save 
percentage of 93 percent or 
better, he has his hopes set high 
for not only himself, but for 
the team as well.  After coming 
within a game of winning a 
national championship the past 
two seasons, Nowicki wants to 
get over the hump this season.
“Coming so close to winning 
gives me motivation to improve 
and give the team the best 
chance at winning every game,” 
Nowicki said.  “I continued to 
work out off the ice this summer 
and tried to touch the ice at least 
once a week.”
Known as “Wicki” by his 
teammates, Nowicki is respected 
and liked on and off the ice.  His 
consistency in games and his 
focused demeanor has caught 
the attention of alternate captain 
Andrew Haggerty (’12).  
“Nowicki is the best goalie 
I’ve ever played for,” Haggerty 
said.  “It’s just incredible to be 
confident that, regardless of the 
situation, we’ve always got solid 
goaltending that’s going to keep 
the puck out of the net.”
Growing up in Littleton, 
Colo., Nowicki did not always 
play goaltender.  He started his 
hockey career as a defenseman 
before making the switch to 
goalie, the position he has played 
for the past 14 years.  When it 
came to college, Nowicki wanted 
to travel away from home and 
try something new, and Hope 
caught his attention early for 
various reasons.
“I chose Hope because it was 
an academically challenging 
school, and it was different from 
the large universities,” Nowicki 
said.  “I found out that Hope had 
a hockey team and it solidified 
my choice.”
Since Nowicki arrived on 
Hope’s campus, he has been 
one of the best goalies in the 
program’s histroy.  His overall 
record during his time is 46-12-
2-3, with a total of nine shutouts, 
only two behind the all-time 
leader.  His reputation on the 
ice gives his team and coach 
confidence, even when times are 
tough.
“Having great goaltenders 
makes all the difference,” coach 
Chris VanTimmerman said.  “A 
team is going to make mistakes 
and to have our goaltenders back 
there adds confidence.  Nowicki 
is cool, calm and collected in all 
situations and guys read that and 
feed off that.”
The team motto for the 
season is, “Burn the boats,” 
taken from the story of Hernán 
Cortés and the Spanish 
conquering the Aztec empire, 
signifying the Conquistadors 
intent on not leaving the battle 
until the Aztecs had fallen.  The 
team wants to use this story as 
a way to tell each other they 
will not quit until they finish 
the job of winning a national 
championship.  Coming so close 
to a national championship two 
years in a row has motivated 
Nowicki and the rest of the 
team. 
“Everything we do from here 
on out is a reflection towards 
nationals in Atlantic City, NJ.,” 
Nowicki said.  “We have a solid 
team this year and expect to do 
well.”
With Nowicki leading the 
way for the hockey team, come 
March 17,  the Flying Dutchmen 
may be burning some boats of 
their own and winning a national 
championship.  
     
photo by Austin tiMyAn
2011-2012 men’s basketball team
2011-2012 women’s basketball team
